[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.wmf]




                                                                             



THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 10			04/13/2014			Issue 15 





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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     Unfortunately, the same irrational thinking is applied to religious beliefs and of our relationship to God.  The fact that the world has the idea that men can believe what they wish about God and worship Him as they see fit, yet all are right, totally denies God's truth. 


     Whatever God says is truth (John 17:17) and that makes it absolute. It is about this expression of absolute truth that John wrote, " And this is the message which we have heard from him and announce unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.". (1 John 1:5) When two disagree and appeal to a higher standard, it must be to God's word that they appeal and nothing else, (especially something from man) will do. It is God's word that makes us free from the law of sin and death. (John 8: 28)


     The answer, then, to the question "Who says what's Right and wrong?" is God. It is therefore God who will be our Judge by the righteousness of the Son. James wrote, " One (only) is the lawgiver and judge, (even) he who is able to save and to destroy"


(James 4:12) and "the judgment of God is according to truth" (Rom 2:2)


Jesus' instruction about making disciples was not only to baptize them in the name of the trinity but to         " teach them to observe all things I have commanded you" (Matt 28:20) and it is by this righteousness that we will pass or fail.


      


God has not left us in the dark


About what's wrong or right,


Through His works and in His word


His Spirit gives us light


(D. De Haan)





		Joe Phillips








     Years ago, an evangelist in Salisbury, England named John Holme decided to attract the attention of his community in a dramatic way.  He went up in a motorized paraglider and preached to the people above the rooftops of their homes.  He said, “I thought maybe if they heard a voice booming out from the sky, they would think it was God.”  Unfortunately, Holme had steering problems because of a stiff wind and came down close to some of the houses.  He was not injured but officials fined him for creating such a dangerous situation in the village.  Of course his plan was idiotic because He was not God.  But he did, at least, get people to look up.


     Jesus’ disciples “looked steadfastly toward heaven” as the Lord ascended and they stood “gazing up into heaven” afterwards.  This is the final episode of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  He had disappeared in the clouds and two men in white apparel stood beside them asking “why” they were looking into the sky?


     What do you think?  Why?  Perhaps it was the natural reaction to such a spectacular event.  Wouldn’t you be staring in absolute amazement if you had just beheld such a sight?  They had never experienced a resurrected person being taken up by God into the skies.  Wouldn’t you also be staring in bewilderment?  I would be wondering what all this means?  And perhaps I would be waiting for Him to come back down.     But really, all this was necessary for Jesus to go where His kingdom rule would be seated; i.e., at the 


right hand of God in heaven 





persons committed to doing His will (Matt. 16:17-18; Col. 1:13, 18).


     Our question is whether we have really submitted to the rule of God in our hearts.  In one sense, we need to be looking up to get our direction and authorization from Jesus, the King on he throne.  But on the other hand, we need to be getting on with the business of taking His gospel message to the end of the earth.  So that our spirit is one of anticipation accompanied with patient submission to His will.


     Now that means that like those apostles, we must wait!  They would have to be patient in Jerusalem for a few days before the power of the Spirit came upon them.  They also, like us, had to wait for the Lord to come again to receive us to be with Him eternally.


     Sometimes God makes us wait.  God does not always answer our prayers immediately.  And while we do not want to run out ahead of God, neither do we want to remain idle and be stagnant in fulfilling our stewardship in His kingdom.  Now what did they do:  (1) They prayed (vs. 14).  (2) They studied God’s word (v s. 16-20).  Look at Peter’s message and its appeal to the truth upon which they would be fulfilling their mission.  (3) They worked on what God gave them to do in preparing for their mission (vs. 21-26).  Are these not the things we should do?  Yes, let us look up to God.  But then let us get to the task ahead with ever fiber of our being.  Each of us can do that!


____________________________





And this, knowing the season, that already it is time for you to awake out of sleep: for now is salvation nearer to us than when we (first) believed.


   (Rom 13:11)





					





Looking Up


By Colly Caldwell


“And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:10-11).








(cf. Col. 3:1; et. al).  This was a spiritual kingdom, not  an earthly one (see Luke 17:20-21; John 18:36).


     Now the white-robed persons with the apostles are apparently not wanting them to remain there looking up into heaven but to go into Jerusalem and prepare to get on with the mission of taking the gospel to the lost.


     Look back for a moment to what Jesus’ last words to them had been.  He had told them to remain in Jerusalem and wait for the promise of the Father.  He had said that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  When they asked Him, “Lord will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He had told them it was not for them to know the time but they would receive power when the Holy Spirit had come upon them.  And finally, He had said that they would “be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”  They needed now to focus on Christ’s kingdom; although they no doubt did not fully understand the real nature of that kingdom and the implications of their service within it. 


When the New Testament describes the Kingdom of God, it sets forth Christ as the King (1 Tim. 1:17; 6:15; Rev. 19:16).  It speaks of His ruling in the hearts of all His subjects (Matt. 6:33).  And it declares that all those who submit to His rule are brought together as citizens in a spiritual relationship where they share fellowship as an assembly (church) of like-minded persons committed to doing His will (Matt. 16:17-18; Col. 1:13, 18).


brought together as citizens in a spiritual relationship where they share fellowship as an assembly  (church) of like-minded








Who says what's Right or Wrong?


In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. (Judg. 17:6)


       As a civilized society, we have agreed to be governed by a set of laws and those laws are enacted for what seems the betterment of all people. When someone goes beyond the bounds of law, they are called into account for their actions and reprimanded accordingly. The problem with our view of right and wrong in modern society is that no one can agree upon an "absolute standard". We leave it up to judges to interpret the law and rule as they see it and they do not always agree. Some are lenient and others are hard and we have come to think that there is no absolute. 


     When people reject absolute standards, they are often inconsistent. When they think they are being treated unfairly, they appeal to a standard of justice that they expect everyone else to adhere to. 


     A philosophy professor began each new term by asking his class, "Do you believe it can be shown that there are absolute values like justice?" The free -thinking students all argued that all things are relative and no one law applies universally. Before the semester ended the professor devoted a class to a debate of the issue. At the end of the class he stated, "regardless of what you think, I want you to know that absolute values can be demonstrated and if you don't accept what I say I will fail you". One angry student stood up and said, "that's not fair!" "That proves my point" replied the professor, "You have appealed to a higher standard of fairness".
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Ron Wood fell last week while


 preparing to go to Fla. suffered a bad cut on his 


hand; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack recovering 


from shoulder surgery. Joyce has back problems;


Sam Adams, back problems; Elaine Clem now 


at home recovering from knee surgery; 


Mrs. Alice Frasier; Chris Jackson; David 


Nash; Collins Boakye ; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother has cancer. Valerie McClendon


fell and suffered a broken leg.


Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift, both are in poor


health and while they long to be at services, can


not. Cards would lift their spirit. 


Congratulations, to Brad and Alex on the birth of


baby Jackson.  Congratulations to Steve and 


Anna on the birth of baby Asher. Thanks to God, 


all are well. 


Expecting mothers:  Kelly Craven ________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Mark Bowman


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Jeff Lentz 


   Asst. 2-----Matt Parker


   Asst. 3-----Preston Jackson


   Asst. 4-----Bill Scott


   Asst. 5-----Jeff Lacquement 


2nd Prayer---Donny Gilbert


Read Scripture---Gary Humfleet 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---Jack Green 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Clay Bowman


Song Leader---Steven Tramell


2nd Prayer---Dion Clark


Read Scripture---George Wilcox


Sermon--------Roger Pink


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Preston Jackson


 Invitation---Drew Bowman


 Close Prayer-Woody McClendon





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














